THE SCHISM
—indeed, he spoke in his defence—he saw the opportunity of
stepping into his master's shoes.
It was a critical moment. A Fellow of a Cambridge college,
one Thomas Cranmer, whose sympathies were already with
the Reformers, became chaplain to Anne Boleyn's family, and
on his advice a plan already two years old was revived for
getting from the universities of Europe a decision on the point
of whether one might or might not marry one's brother's wife.
After heavy bribery this plan failed in its turn, for the univer-
sities were divided, and after a certain number had given
contradictory decisions the scheme was dropped. Henry be-
came despondent. He spoke of giving up the struggle, and
probably he was also for the moment irritated with Anne
Boleyn. But Cromwell came in and saved her. His plan was
clear, he followed it out consistently, and thenceforward step
by step it is Cromwell who produces the schism of the English
Church from unity.
The first step was to put the whole body of the Church in
England completely under Government control. This could
best be done by crippling it financially. Once terrorized, and
thus weakened, the clergy would admit the full supremacy of
the Crown (without mention as yet of the Papacy), and from
such a position it would be possible to threaten the Papacy
with separation unless the Pope were to yield in the matter of
the divorce. The revenues which the Pope got from the
English clergy were to be taken over by the national Govern-
ment unless the Pope would grant a divorce. From such a
position it would be easy either to coerce the Pope further or to
declare, if necessary, a complete breach between him and the
Crown of England, on the model of what had already been
done by the Protestant princes in Germany. But there was no
question of any tampering with Catholic doctrine, to which
Henry was wedded and in which the English people were
steeped.
A Parliament was summoned to give added solemnity to the
great move; Wolsey was sent for, but he died on Novem-
ber 29, 1530, on his way up to London from his Archbishopric,
and next month the attack on the clergy began. The whole
body of the hierarchy and priests of England had information
filed against them by the Attorney-General of having broken
the law of Prsemunire by accepting Wolsey's legatine authority,,
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